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THE MEANING
The word deacon comes from a compound Greek word
that means ‘to stir up the dust.’

'TO STIR DUST'
It represents a picture of one who is moving so
rapidly through the dusty lanes of a village of Palestine to
discharge his duty that his feet kick up dust as he goes.

DIÁKONOS
The most accepted definition of the word
diákonos is servant or minister.

NEW TESTAMENT MENTION
It appears at least 29 times in the New
Testament.

THE PURPOSE
The term designates an appointed member of the local
church who assists by serving other members and meeting
material needs.

The Deacon
THE ORIGIN & PURPOSE
OVERVIEW

The Origin
ACTS 6:1-6

1) “Now in those days, when the
number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the
Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily
distribution (diakonia).
2) Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the
disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God
and serve (diakoneo) tables.
3) “Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you
seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may
appoint over this business;
4)But we will give ourselves continually to prayer
5) And to the ministry (diakonia) of the word.” And the saying pleased the whole
multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from
Antioch,
6) Whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid
hands on them.”

HELP
The apostles realized there was a need; therefore, they
went to the people for help.

APPOINTMENT
The prospective deacons were nominated for appointment
by the qualifications given by the apostles.

QUALIFICATIONS
The specific qualities for those being considered
were:
Men of good reputation
Full of the Holy Spirit
Full of wisdom

COMPLETED WORK
The number of deacons was seven. The number seven
throughout scripture represents completion. So the
number of deacons needed in any local assembly should
be the number to complete the work.

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS
The deacons were appointed publicly through the laying
on of hands.

The Deacon
ACTS 6 - INSIGHT

THEY
ELIMINATED
WHATEVER MIGHT
BE HINDERING
THE APOSTLES
FROM THEIR
PRIMARY WORK.

The
Purpose
of The
Deacon

THEY
WORKED TO
ELIMINATE THE
UNDERLYING
CAUSES OF
DISUNITY IN THE
CHURCH.

